
Use this career map to see  
how your U.S. Air Force position 

and rank, training,  
and education align with  

different security roles. 

Identify which ASIS certification 
will best demonstrate your 

mastery of the key skills 
necessary for you to stand  

out for a new position.

Security Forces Noncommissioned Officer Career Development

MILITARY TO CIVILIAN CAREER MAP: U.S. AIR FORCE NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER

Civilian Security Professional Development
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Specialist

Associate Degree

Manager

Security Operations 
Coordinator

Security Operations 
Manager

Senior Security 
Operations Manager

Director of Security 
Operations

Senior Director of  
Investigations,  

Compliance, and Ethics

VP of  
Security

Security Services 
Technician

Security Program  
Manager

Services Integration 
Manager

Emergency  
Management Director

Security Operations 
Center Manager

Security Services 
Operations Manager

Senior Manager of 
Investigations

Director of  
Infrastructure Security

Baccalaureate Degree

APP CPP
Wharton / ASIS Program for  

Security ExecutivesPSP

PCI

Graduate Degree

Senior Security Manager Director of Security Senior Director of Security VP of Security Chief Security Officer

Key Positions

Rank

Professional  
Military Education

Self Development

Rank

Professional  
Military Education

Military Training

Key Developmental  
Assignments

Broadening  
Assignments

Self Development

IEC / Patrol / 
Controller

Basic/FTAC

S 
F 
A

Associate Degree Baccalaureate Degree

FBI National Academy

Graduate Degree

Controller /  
Area Supervisor / 

Trainer

ALS

Heavy Weapons Course / 
TASS / sUAS

Flight Sergeant / 
NCOIC / Trainer / 

Squad Leader

NCOA / SEJPME 1

ESS / Security Forces Intermediate 
Course / Nonlethal Weapons

SNCOA / SEJPME 2

Security Forces  
Advanced Course

IDC3Raven / DAGRE / Airborne / Air Assault / Ranger / SRT

Flight Chief / NCOIC / 
Superintendent

Superintendent

Chief Leadership Course

SFM Orientation Course / 
Command Leader Course

Operations 
Superintendent

Flight  
Chief

MAJCOM or AFIMSC Manager

Inspector General / First Sergeant

Military Police Investigator / Confinement / 
K9 Handler / Combat Arms / Traffic Accident 

Investigator

Military/Technical Training Instructor / 
ROTC Recruiter / ROTC Instructor

Group SEL / CC / MAJCOM Functional 
Manager / Career Field Manager

Antiterrorism Officer/ 
Physical Security 

NCOIC / CA Sup / K9 
Trainer / K9 Sup

Security Forces Manager 

Professional Certifications

AB-Amn-A1C-SrA Staff Sergeant Technical Sergeant Master Sergeant Senior Master 
Sergent

Chief Master Sergeant

The career map is a 
graphic representation 

and may not match 
your specific military 

experience. Please refer 
to the respective military 

MOS for additional 
information.

https://www.asisonline.org/certification/associate-protection-professional-app/
https://www.asisonline.org/certification/certified-protection-professional-cpp/
https://www.asisonline.org/certification/physical-security-professional/
https://www.asisonline.org/certification/professional-certified-investigator-pci/
http://asisonline.org


Security Forces Career Development (3P0X1)

Years 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Rank

Additional Training

Self Development

Rank

Professional  
Military Education

Additional Training

Key Developmental  
Assignments

Broadening  
Assignments

Self Development

AB-Amn-A1C-SrA

BMT

SFA

CLC

Associate Degree / Baccalaureate Degree

Industry Internship / Fellowship

Baccalaureate Degree / Graduate Degree

Staff Sergeant

Flight Sergeant / Security 
Forces Academy Instructor 

(24 - 48 months)

FTAC

ALS

TMCI AT level I and II

Special Reaction Team Course

Electronic Security Systems

Military Police Investigator Course Security Forces Intermediate Course Security Forces Advanced Course

Technical Sergeant

Flight Chief / Training /  
Physical Security / 

NCOIC

IDC3

TASS Crime Analyst Course

IDRMP / EPRM

Master Sergeant

Operations / Logistics 
Superintendent

Senior Master 
Sergent

Security Forces Manager or Senior 
Enlisted Leader

Broadening Assignment Window

Chief Master Sergeant

MILITARY TO CIVILIAN CAREER MAP: U.S. AIR FORCE NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER

Use this career map to see  
how your U.S. Air Force position 

and rank, training,  
and education align with  

different security roles. 

Identify which ASIS certification 
will best demonstrate your 

mastery of the key skills 
necessary for you to stand  

out for a new position.

Professional Certifications

Civilian Security Professional Development

Years

Position

Institutional 
Education

ASIS 
International 
Certification

Key 
Developmental  

Positions
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Specialist

Associate Degree

Manager

Security Operations 
Coordinator

Security Operations 
Manager

Senior Security 
Operations Manager

Director of Security 
Operations

Senior Director of  
Investigations,  

Compliance, and Ethics

VP of  
Security

Security Services 
Technician

Security Program  
Manager

Services Integration 
Manager

Emergency  
Management Director

Security Operations 
Center Manager

Security Services 
Operations Manager

Senior Manager of 
Investigations

Director of  
Infrastructure Security

Baccalaureate Degree Graduate Degree

Senior Security Manager Director of Security Senior Director of Security VP of Security Chief Security Officer

NCOA SNCOA

The career map is a 
graphic representation 

and may not match 
your specific military 

experience. Please refer 
to the respective military 

MOS for additional 
information.APP CPP

Wharton / ASIS Program for  
Security ExecutivesPSP

PCI

https://www.asisonline.org/certification/associate-protection-professional-app/
https://www.asisonline.org/certification/certified-protection-professional-cpp/
https://www.asisonline.org/certification/physical-security-professional/
https://www.asisonline.org/certification/professional-certified-investigator-pci/
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NCOA SNCOA / SEJPME 2

Security Forces K9 Handler Career Development (3P0X1A)

Years

Rank

Additional Training

Self Development

Rank

Professional  
Military Education

Additional Training

Key Developmental  
Assignments

Broadening  
Assignments

Self Development

BMT

SFA

Industry Internship / Fellowship

Flight Sergeant / Security 
Forces Academy Instructor / 

DoD K9 School Instructor 
(24 - 48 months)

Special Reaction Team Course

AT Level I and II

K9 Handlers Course Kennel Master Course

Security Forces Intermediate Course Security Forces Advanced Course

Flight Chief / Kennel 
Master

IDC3

IDRMP / EPRMK9 Trainer Course

Operations / Logistics 
Superintendent

Security Forces Manager or Senior 
Enlisted Leader

Broadening Assignment Window

MILITARY TO CIVILIAN CAREER MAP: U.S. AIR FORCE NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER

Use this career map to see  
how your U.S. Air Force position 

and rank, training,  
and education align with  

different security roles. 

Identify which ASIS certification 
will best demonstrate your 

mastery of the key skills 
necessary for you to stand  

out for a new position.

Professional Certifications

Civilian Security Professional Development

Years

Position

Institutional 
Education

ASIS 
International 
Certification

Key 
Developmental  

Positions
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Specialist

Associate Degree

Manager

Security Operations 
Coordinator

Security Operations 
Manager

Senior Security 
Operations Manager

Director of Security 
Operations

Senior Director of  
Investigations,  

Compliance, and Ethics

VP of  
Security

Security Services 
Technician

Security Program  
Manager

Services Integration 
Manager

Emergency  
Management Director

Security Operations 
Center Manager

Security Services 
Operations Manager

Senior Manager of 
Investigations

Director of  
Infrastructure Security

Baccalaureate Degree Graduate Degree

Senior Security Manager Director of Security Senior Director of Security VP of Security Chief Security Officer

AB-Amn-A1C-SrA Staff Sergeant Technical Sergeant Master Sergeant Senior Master 
Sergent

Chief Master Sergeant

FTAC

ALS

The career map is a 
graphic representation 

and may not match 
your specific military 

experience. Please refer 
to the respective military 

MOS for additional 
information.

Associate Degree / Baccalaureate Degree Baccalaureate Degree / Graduate Degree

CLC CLC

APP CPP
Wharton / ASIS Program for  

Security ExecutivesPSP

PCI

https://www.asisonline.org/certification/associate-protection-professional-app/
https://www.asisonline.org/certification/certified-protection-professional-cpp/
https://www.asisonline.org/certification/physical-security-professional/
https://www.asisonline.org/certification/professional-certified-investigator-pci/


Security Forces Combat Arms Career Development (3P0X1B)

Years 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Rank

Additional Training

Self Development

Rank

Professional  
Military Education

Additional Training

Key Developmental  
Assignments

Broadening  
Assignments

Self Development

BMT

SFA

Flight Sergeant / Security 
Forces Academy Instructor / 

CA Course Instructor  
(24 - 48 months)

Special Reaction Team Course

AT level I and II

Combat Arms Course Combat Arms Supervisor Course

Security Forces Intermediate Course Security Forces Advanced Course

Flight Chief / Training /  
Physical Security / 

NCOIC
(24 months)

IDC3

Operations / Logistics 
Superintendent

Security Forces Manager or Senior 
Enlisted Leader

Broadening Assignment Window

MILITARY TO CIVILIAN CAREER MAP: U.S. AIR FORCE NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER

Use this career map to see  
how your U.S. Air Force position 

and rank, training,  
and education align with  

different security roles. 

Identify which ASIS certification 
will best demonstrate your 

mastery of the key skills 
necessary for you to stand  

out for a new position.

Associate / Baccalaureate Degree

Industry Internship / Fellowship

Baccalaureate / Graduate Degree

Professional Certifications

Civilian Security Professional Development

Years

Position

Institutional 
Education

ASIS 
International 
Certification

Key 
Developmental  

Positions

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
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Specialist

Associate Degree

Manager

Security Operations 
Coordinator

Security Operations 
Manager

Senior Security 
Operations Manager

Director of Security 
Operations

Senior Director of  
Investigations,  

Compliance, and Ethics

VP of  
Security

Security Services 
Technician

Security Program  
Manager

Services Integration 
Manager

Emergency  
Management Director

Security Operations 
Center Manager

Security Services 
Operations Manager

Senior Manager of 
Investigations

Director of  
Infrastructure Security

Baccalaureate Degree Graduate Degree

Senior Security Manager Director of Security Senior Director of Security VP of Security Chief Security Officer

AB-Amn-A1C-SrA Staff Sergeant Technical Sergeant Master Sergeant Senior Master 
Sergent

Chief Master Sergeant

FTAC

ALS

The career map is a 
graphic representation 

and may not match 
your specific military 

experience. Please refer 
to the respective military 

MOS for additional 
information.

NCOA SNCOA / SEJPME 2 CLC

IDRMP / EPRM

APP CPP
Wharton / ASIS Program for  

Security ExecutivesPSP

PCI

https://www.asisonline.org/certification/associate-protection-professional-app/
https://www.asisonline.org/certification/certified-protection-professional-cpp/
https://www.asisonline.org/certification/physical-security-professional/
https://www.asisonline.org/certification/professional-certified-investigator-pci/
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